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The following information is designed to assist the new 
arrival to Saigon during the first two or three weeks of his 
stay. Only the very essential Information is discussed her®, 

BRIEFINGS 

You will have the following briefings as soon as possible 
after your arrival: 

Personnel Finance Security Medical 

DOTY nJURS 

The normal duty hours in the Embassy and the Annex are 0800 
to 1230 and 1430 to 1800 Monday thru Friday, On Saturdays 
duty hours are from 0830 to 1230. All offices are covered 
on weekends „ 


MEDICAL 

All water should be boiled 30 minutes and filtered before 
drinking. Filters are provided in all billets. Other pre- 
cautions will be discussed in a medical briefing shortly after 
arrival. Should medical care be needed call the medical 
technician or the doctor at Tiger 467 (office) or 22417 (home) 
for an appointment. Office is located at 83 Yen Do, Bldg #5, 

PAY PROCEDURE 

Ten days after the close of the pay period your check will be 
deposited to your stateside allottee. The second Wednesday 
after the close of the pay period, if your deposit slips are 
being mailed, you should received notice of deposit, A trans- 
fer allowance of $75 for people arriving from Washington is 
payable when your PCS travel voucher is paid approximately 
two weeks after your arrival. Payment i® made in MPC. 

Questions about other cheek cashing facilities will be included 
in your briefings. 

Official Americans are authorized to draw US$200 in Military 
Payment Certificates (MPC), commonly called Scrip, per day. 

The authorized facility for cashing checks is the American 
Embassy's Norodom Compound, 4 Thong Nhut, Both the PX and 
the Commissary accept personal checks for the exact amount or 
the purchase. In addition, there is a check cashing facility 
at the entrance to the main PX where checks may b© cashed for 
MPC up to $50,00, Piasters are not accepted in either the px, 
Commissary, or any American installation. It is advisable to 
have some Scrip with you at all time®. In no cases may American 
dollars b© used anywhere in Vietnam, MPC may be used in 
American installations only, never in Vietnamese installations. 

Other places to convert MPC into Plasters: 1, Brink BOQ, 

2„ Capitol BEQ t 3„ Plaza BEQ, 4. Hung Dau BEQ, 5, MAC-V, 

Tran Hung Dao„ 

PX AND COMMISSARY 

Commissary card applications will b® completed as part of ln~ 

processing'. Normally it Is seven daws before cards are received 
from CommSMS&ty 
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PX AI D COMMISSARY (CONT INUED). Png® 2 

The Kavv Exchange (PX) and Commissary stock popular brand 
items found In the U„S, Ration cards are issued which ration 
you* purchase of cigarettes and liquor to six cartons, 3 bottles 
of liquor, 3 bottles or wine or champagne,. 3 bottles mixed 
liquors,, and 3 cases of beer per month.. 

The following items are also rationed and will be recorded on 
MAC-V Ration Cards in Section titled "controllable items," 


ITEM 


AUTHORIZED 

RATION ITEM 


AUTHORIZED 

RATION 


Amplifier 1 
Camera c Mori® 1 
Cam©ra s Still 2 
Pan, Electric 1 
Projector k Movie 1 
Projector,, Still 1 
Radio, under $ 20,00 2 
Radio 0 over $ 20,00 1 
Record Player * 


Tape Recorder , under 


$75,00 2 

Tap© Recorder, over 
$75,00 1 

Television 1 

Tuner 1 

Typewriter 1 

Watch 2 

Beer 3 es 

Cigarettes 6 ets 


Liquor (liqueurs & wines) 3 btle 


Upon issuance of new ration cards record of previous purchases 
will be transferred to new cards at time Issued, In the event 
duplicate ration cards are issued upon report of loss or thefts 
the entire section of controllable items will b# blocked out at 


time of issue. 


The PX locations are as follows % 


Main S' or*? & Commissary? 

Cholon 

136 Nguyen Trl Pbuong 
Ph 00455 


"on* Wed „ Prt fc Sat 1000-1800 
lue & Thur 1000-2000 
Sunday 1300-1700 


Tan Son Nhui Stores 
2 ADVON Area 


Mon thru Sat 
Sunday 


1000-1800 

1300-1700 


Brink Daily 1100-2100 

Ph 40539 


The Commissary is located at 136 Nguyen Tri Phuong s Cholon ,, the 
gams? premises a© the Main PX Ph 60455 (Shopping tips ideal shopping 
tine for the PX & Commissary 1830-2000), An Embassy bus services 
the PX & Commissary daily leaving the Chancery at 1030 and 1500, 
Notify Embassy Motor Pool Dispatcher (x254) 15 minutes before 
departure. 


MAIL 

APO Postal Service is provided at four locations in the Saigon 
area. Air Mail is normally dispatched daily. Letters postod 
prior %o 0730 will normally be processed in that day's outgoing 
mail. Civilians are required to pay postage on letters and 
packages. Air mail to CONUS takes about 5 or 6 days while 
surface mail takes several weeks. Your personal mail is delivered 
to your section. There are letter drop boxes in all BOQ a and 
BEQ°s, A letter drop box is also located in the Main Embassy 
on the ground floor, Air 1 mail stamps may also be purchased in 
the Em'oas&y's mail room. 
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MA tL_ : CO NTINUED) Pa £« 3 

APO 96222 Honrs of Operations 

APO 6*625*" (HAC Compound): 

Pare«l Roet/Stamps s 0800-1800 

0800-2000 (Tues & Thur) 

Money Orders/Reg ietry ? 0800-1730 

0800-1930 (Tueg & Thur> 

UNIT (MACV—I) s UNIT 2 {MACV-II, UNIT 3 (Xoelpor Compounds 
Parcel Poet/ Stamps i 0730-1900 

Registry/Momoy Orders: 0730-1830 (7 days a week) 


TOTFf 4 (Tent City ”C**)s 
Parcel Post/Stampe i 


0800—1200 

1300-1 €>00 (Closed Thur) 


ARMBI > FORCES RADIO STATION 

An Armed Forces Radio Station operates 24 hours daily^pre- 
sentLng a variety of program* from top U.S„ Radio Networks 
rm «*T1 ns ^omplet m loeal mneie and programming o Tim* 

Station is received on 540 kilocycles on the standard broad- 
cast band and 99 .9 megacycles on the FM band,, 

ARMED FORCES TELEVISION 

Armed Forces* TV Saigon operates on Channel 11 1830 t© 2300 
Won thro Frf and 1230 thru 2300 ou Sat and Sun, If * * ® wt ® ^ 
are brought to Vtetna, they should be 50 cycles as bouse current 
is 50 cycles. If your sot is 60 cycles you will encounter a 
SlShtTliSif. A^pcrtebl. TV set with battery charger is 
recommended „ Repeater stations are now In operation in 
Danang and Qui Nhon and within on© year there will n» eight 
repeater stations through out Vietnam, 

POWER SECBTAGE 

Due to present shortage of power s the CEE has been suspending 
power vr.ryi.ngly from every three nights to every eight 
from. 18(*0«23X5o Th®wm mm interruptions in ciaytim^ 

from 0700 to 1800 hours but on a less regular basis as the 
peak electrical period in the Saigon area Is not until night,- 

time , 

BUILDING REPAIR OR MAINT ENANCE 


Those persons quartered In 
Saigon ares (except hotel# 
Building Maintenance Unit 
Street , telephone 50423 or 
of work are 0730 to 1.200 a 
Emergency requests or not® 
(entrance) 8S Yen Do Sir®# 
Saturdays and Sundays, *r 
for repair work, Rcquisit 
are required for all new w 
from th'.; CSP Housing- Suppl 
f ion Session- 


billots controlled by CSb/MACV 
) may telephone or visit the 
located in Warehouse #2, Yen Do 
Tig©r 3324 for repairs. Hours 
nd 1400 to 1800 f Monday thru Saturday 
•% may be delivered to the guard shed 
■fc up until 2230 hours, including 
it too requisitions' are not required 
;lons or memorandums* (with sketches) 
?©rk and/or iss*?ueabl© items originating 
:y Section or fro* the . Supply Opera- 
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. , m feyjrn tconr^m 4 

*epa.is? pTubl&’m -t originating with th# _ 

CSK 'w p e Y 0 T~, (looal *l£C4,rie v wale? and telephone «H>»pa*ii«*.* 

by mui v wo*k#r& y however ;3 th#f rUl iTO " _ 
that til© problem .1# r^pc-rt^d promptly to iho props*’ authori* u^ c 
and in s*oiae tastaatsM., t'b^y can arrange tor tb@ dsliwry of 
trmkod water to yewsr quarters. Prevent two repair and main- 
%anaiM3a team workers are tilted to fie it the larger quafirs v 

periodically vihtlm tboso persons occupying email nnito or 
apartments should call 'the office and arrange for %&& 
meters to admitted thru instruction® to the housekeeper^ * 
servants* and guard® as appropriate^ 

Occupant are expected tc instill good housekeeping 
and gaiety precautions in their servant* and guards*, Maint«nau<.^. 
Unit lwitraM and tenches the® the earn of “» t: ms.lo* appl -.ai.v, ; fc,. 
l t #„, refrigerator-def rusting weekly 9 drinking water «lt»i <. 
int tans gas stove* washing machine, Irons v voltage regulators* » 

«tc, Tho team workers will service the **t conditioning 
units; and replace light bulbs, tubes, tn «os, etc, when ”®J* ***'*; 
Each worker will have his personal l,p, card, , CSD ^entifiratien 
card and a copy of the Job order (pinks will be left toe the 
OG-sapasit 61 $ informat ion 0 

Electricity in Saigon tm in short supply and is not 
by traxKSforaers in each billot o Voltage ®en fluctuate fro 
85 volt® to 125 volts and from 185 to 235 volts at 50 cycUs 
and occasionally there is* Insuff icient amperes to *tai rt P*»P 
or major appliances during the peak us© periods o* the 24-hc-us? 

day, 

HOUSING 


In most eases the initial housing assignment' will b® perman . nt 
unless it develops that a review should he considered for 
operational needs. In any caao, prior approval will he 
obtained for any change. Shared quarters require stored 
responsibilities for household expenses, tt is rooemmatod 
that understanding® fc® ^tablisted upon aesigam^af * v»h 

sb ^aicrgciicyg requests alterations or additions to ho 
hold furnishings will be submitted in writing, 

LAUNDRY AMD DRY CLEAN IMS 

wm*zvK*ms*tzz t * . - . 

American dry cleaning facilities are provided in Vietnam, 

A pick-up station is located in the Brink EX, Ciw-ian 
laundries throughout the city vary in quality* hut in mxtt 
©as©® the standards are below those found in to* u-o. 


'TRA NSPORT AT t<k! 

Transportation to and from your office can usually bo arra«{ 
by official ear and driver. It is suggested that yon ohmtk 
with your supervisor on the availability. During duty hones* 
and until 2200 you may request an official car and drivor ter 
official or personal use, ’‘ti* request is made tot ho_ 1 ot & 1 
motor pool dispatcher by phone (60483) and a ear will he there 
shortly, la the evenings at 1830, 1900 and 1930 ^ '“bvrttlv 
car leave® from the mala Emtonssy entrance, this }* *« 
working late. Taxis are in great demand and difficult to B**, 
Cniw which arm peddled and cycles which are wtcrlasd •*** 
SdiSoSl SeSs Sf transportation. Cycles are -ore expense 
than taxis and before riding In one it is wife© to agree on 
a price to your destination. It should he rvraembr>r@d that 
after 2200 hours taxi Fare is increased by 50%, It is up to 
ra to sake this calculation since the motor reads only the 
normal faro, For example, if after 2200 you have a 10-pia." - 
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VRAHSPORTATIOK ccont’p? 


Pag® 5 


fare, you aw expected to pay 10 plus 50% or 15 piasters. 

The* •krfww new in effect in Saigon is from 2300 until 0400 . 
Everyone is expected to be off the streets during these 
hour Be 

Txppyjjf* 

•ffnaiw largely a matte*? of ;} udgramit 0 In l&os'fe r®£?taurante 
I 10% m^Lm lhaJge i# added. Amsmall additional tip sight 
tee given" for excentional service. Tipping the taxi driver is 
veualiy 'greatly aopi^iated. A rule of thumb is to give the 
iSSer the next a«mt divisible by five. For example, fare 
is is p's, tip is 3 P r «, total j 15 piasters. 

REAMNG MATERIALS 

There are three Saigon dailys* TheSaigon SnUffl* 

Tidily w mvm and the Vietnam Guardian costing about 15 piasters 
laS'S?*TlaSy french arnTTIS^hamose Journals are available. The 

& I K 

popular II, S, boobs and magazines • are on sale at the various 
TK f ac 11 it les „ 

PIA S T E RS 

The rurmney used in Vietnam is called Plasters. Almost all 
Vietnam currency is paper note. There are denominations of 


Jre*a 6 fe4r coins /usually ok and ten piasters. PlaBtw@ar| 
referrdd to as P’s. The present rate of exchange is P$118 to 
US$1. ’ 

REL IGIOSE SERVICES 

Catholics Mass on Sunday in English at 0S3Q„ 0730, 0900, 
U00„ and 1830 at 43 Tu Xuong 

Cathedrals de Metre Dame, Kennedy Square* Mass 
In English Sundays at noon, 

Jewish* Friday evening in Room 322 of Rex BOQ, 147 Nguyen Hut? 

international Protestant Church* 7 Tran Cao Van 

Adventtet* Sunday at the Chapel of the Seventh Bay Adventist 
Hospital, 124 Vo Tanh, Gia Dinh 

Anglican and Episcopal; Sunday at French Reformed Church, 

2 Thong Nhut 

Christian Sciences Sunday at 69 Hguyen Du (in French only) 
Church of Christs Sunday at 482 Hong Thap Tu 
OFFICES CLUBS AKP MESS ES 
Rex Branch, 147 Nguyen Hue 

Brinks Branch, 101 Hal Ba Trung civilians may 

H#rb*»*sM« i« reouired for use in BOQ. Ail BOD civilians may 

-•*ki y a*' 345 /».?.8 Tran Hung Dae. A copy of travel «roers ®«»* 
be*«te€*m to' verify grade. MPC's are used in all BOQ s. Meals 


50*sV 100's „ 200's, and S00*s. There 
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orFicms CLUBS AND MESSES (CQNT 0 D) Page 0 

cost approximately $,50 for breakfast , $ 1,00 for lunch 
and $1 ,00 for dinner, (Sunday dinner $ 2 , 00 ), 

Cocktail lounges are operated in conjunction with each 
maos. Entertainment (live music, movies, happy hours, 
oookoutg , etCo) is provided on weekends and on various 
evenings throughout the week. Membership is limited to 
DOD civilians s male GS-7 and above; females GS-01 and 
above,, 


Meal Hours” Honda y-Fridays 


Breakfast 

Dinner 

Lunch 

A la carte 


0600-0300 

1730-2000 

1130-1330 

2000-2300 


Both clubs have a very pleasant open air terrace on the 
roof for lunch, dinner and cocktails. Free movies are 
shown in both BOQ's, 


SBammg a 

Bear in mind that no public meeting place is considered 
safe or secure. The following are the better places if 

you have to eat outs 


Rex BOQs 147 Nguyen Hu# 

Brinks BOQ „ 101 Hai Be Trung A _ 

International House (members & guests) , 69-71 Nguyen Hu© 
Car avail® Hotel Roof , 122—130 Tu Do 
Majestic Hotel Roof, 1 Tu Do 
A terbae „ Nguyen Hue 

Club 23s located between the Embassy and the Embassy 
Annex, commonly referred to as *'The Cosmos”, Cards will, 
be issued on arrival, MPC is medium of exchange. Only 
light snacks, breakfast and lunch are available. Beer 
and mixed drinks are available from 1100-1430 and 1700- 
2000 daily. 

La Cigal®, 13 Dinh Tien Hoang 
Guillaume Tell, 32 Trinh Minh The 
Koatiki, 20 Phan Thanh Gian 
L'Aalral , Thai Lap Thanh 

Mayfair, 42 Gia Long , . 

Cheap Charlies „ Hai Ba Trung (across from the Brink) 

Van Canh, 14S Calmette 

Olympia, 123 L© Loi 

Arc En dels Cholon, Tran Hung Dao 

Crazy Cow, 44 Dien Tien Hoang 

Steak House „ Le Thanh Ton and Tu Do 

gnpra avrmMEHnEn PRBSADTIONS (AsoEmb Notice, 27 Jan 65) 

If you are involved in or are in the vincinity of an 
explosion and are hurt, remain at the scene until the 
Ho So and ARVN emergency crews arrive. These teams are 
trained in expediting medical care to the injured. If 
you are not injured do not investigate or remain in the 
area. Many terrorist bombings have been followed by a 
second and third blast minutes after the firsto 


pnaswR AMO wallets - Potential victims of purse snatchers 
or pick— pockets can assist in preventing these crimes by 
keeping the hazard constantly h mindo Bo alert to news- 
boys, children and beggars. 
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ffH BAJ-. Ojf JSack occupant should 

ebn&uoi’ a TolHhis quartos 0 Chuck each and 

every opening of any typo t® assure that it can be 
reasonably tenure* i against forced entry® It Is recognized 
that a d termined burglar® given sufficient time can force 
bis my into any res idence using only -ordinary tools® The 
object lire if* to secure each opening so as to require the 
criminal to make sufficient noise or take sufficient time 
that he will km discovered before ha emu accomplish his 
purpose • 

If ; /<n? ' i,vo year querte#'* an extended period of time 
make ces ir:. that your servant understand their responsi- 
bil I h or fc Irm a reliable watchman® 

ilKSyfl^^ ?'i la recommended that all domestic servants# 
including si rivers# he checked in the files of the Vietnam 
mas# police. The ^nhassy offers this service® 

HSHSMr Check with your supervisor for guidance® 

MMPOB TS TO reLlCgi Every attempted or successful crime 
SBSuI'iT'B^Tc^brfR? immediately to the police station of 

the district in which it occurred® 

CHECKING MXttflfTSs Any member of the II® S® Armed Forces 
slrTitg 'Hi flifnam including retired Military personnel# 

Ho So Citizens employed by the I? 0 S* Govt or U 0 S« Cov B t 
agencies including 11® S® Government Contractors may open a 
checking account with either the Chase Manhattan Bank or 
Bank of America® This checking account pays interest 
calculated r£ 5% p®a® will be credited to your account at 
the end <m? each calendar quarter provided the balance of 
your account has not fallen fellow U« 8 » $100 0 00 during that 
calendar year® 

CIHfcFM* At present and &iace 25 Aug® 1968 a curfew exists 
iTWf Salgon/Cholon area and all employees of the U« S® 
Government will observe a curfew from 2300 to 0400 daily® 
All personnel are expected to be in their quarter© except 
for official business® Transit through the city between 
these hours will hm limited to purpose of proceeding 
between places of official duty or between residences and 
places of official, duty® 
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